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duties had for many years been subject had left them
in a chaotic condition, and as a preliminary to any
satisfactory new system a general clearing of the
way was necessary.   There then existed no less than
five different duties :  the probate duty, the account
duty, the estate duty, the legacy duty and the suc-
cession duty ; the probate, account and legacy duties
affecting personalty, and the estate and succession
duties affecting both personalty and realty.   Looking
at the point of view from which the duties were
levied, the Chancellor of the Exchequer divided them
into two classes, A and B.   In class A, which included
the probate duty, the account duty and the estate
duty, the principle adopted was to tax with sole regard
to the value of the property passing, without any
reference to its subsequent destination or distribution.
In class B, which included the legacy duty and the
succession duty, the scheme of taxation was to look
at the interest taken by the particular beneficiary,
and then to tax him at a rate determined by his
relationship to the person from whom the interest
was derived.

It is only since the publication of Mr. Winston
ChurchilFs life of his father, in 1906, that some details
of Lord Randolph Churchill's proposals for the reform
of the death duties, in the budget of which he was at
work in the autumn of 1886, have become known. It
is impossible to deny that these proposals, which
both as regards the A and B duties run counter to
those carried by Sir William Harcourt, were simpler
and more sweeping in character. He would, indeed,
have graduated the tax no less boldly than his suc-
cessor, but he rejected the plan of regulating the